Willowbrook Natural History Survey

October 2005 Summary

The preserve’s first juncos arrived on October 1, heralding the coming winter season. For this month, though, late-season migrants highlighted October’s transitional character. Hermit thrushes, seven species of sparrows, winter wrens, both kinglet species, and 6 species of warblers were typical migrants. Many robins and waxwings were present on most days. Purple finches occasionally visited as the most unusual birds this month.

A few migrant dragonflies passed through early in October, but insect activity diminished rapidly as the month progressed. Several great spreadwing damselflies continued to be active around the pool upstream from the bridge. A single fiery skipper (a mainly southern species) appeared on October 5. Crickets still were singing, and yellow-legged meadowhawk dragonflies were laying eggs, as the month ended. Numerous bullfrogs also were visible around the marsh.

The most unusual sighting this month was a mink, seen patrolling the marsh on October 12. Raccoons made use of the trail willow den during the first week of the month, but napped elsewhere thereafter. Coyotes left signs early in October, were scarce for a couple weeks, then displayed a distinct increase in their presence on October 24. Two large pups were seen together on October 29. One or more muskrats remained active in the marsh, needing deep tunnels to enter their dens in the low water level. There was some rain early in the month, but this was generally a dry October. 

Restoration activities included the removal of a dying crab apple at the east end of the cross trail, with preparation of the soil around it and scattering of seeds. This was one of the few spots inside the trail oval in which good progress toward prairie or savanna had not been made. Also, clearing of undesirable shrubs behind the exhibit cages and in a northward extension of the area between the Nature Trail and the stream represented good progress. The streamside clearing revealed what may be an old stream channel.

