Willowbrook Natural History Survey

June 2005 Summary

The only significant rain in June was about half an inch that fell on the 4th  (more than 2 weeks after the previous rain). In addition, there were periods of very hot weather. In consequence, plant growth was much less than in recent years. Flowering phenology averaged the same, but with much greater variance (some plants blooming 25 days earlier, others 18 days later than last year). Native prairie plants as a group were flowering earlier than last year, possibly cutting their losses in the drought. In an interesting though possibly coincidental parallel, the first Tibicen or dog-day cicadas began singing 10 days earlier than last year.

Bird nesting activity was evident, beginning with the sighting of 4 bluebird fledglings early in June, as well as fledgling robins. The hairy woodpecker nestlings were out of their nest by mid-June, as were the phoebes. One of the latter fledglings was seen later, confirming nest success for that species for the first time on the preserve. A cardinal brood of fledglings on June 20 attested to the lower cowbird presence on the preserve this year. The tree swallow young fledged by June 22. Indigo bunting nestlings begged loudly from a spot just below the exhibit red-tailed hawk cage late in the month. A pewee and a wood thrush sang on the preserve throughout June, but nests were not sought. Another remarkable bird sighting was of two broad-winged hawks passing south at altitude on June 7. On June 25 a great blue heron successfully negotiated the difficult landing zone around the Butterfly Garden pond and made off with one or more koi or goldfish.

Occasional cut stems, and accumulating clamshells, indicated muskrat activity in the marsh, but on the whole the emergent and floating water plants were undisturbed by the rodent. Wild rice propagules distributed earlier in the season continued to survive despite the drought.

Solomon’s plume plants around the exhibit cages were partly defoliated by an unusual outbreak of Phymatocera sawfly larvae. Remarkable insects at the marsh included a fragile forktail, the second preserve sighting for that damselfly. New species records were egg-laying pairs of slender bluets (damselflies), and a unicorn clubtail (dragonfly), both on June 16. 

